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Forest 


Tony pulls on Elias’ arm. "Just a little further now." 


Elias smiles and follows him, glancing around the deep forest outside of Kemi. Trees surround them from all 


sides, birds crying out and flying overhead in the early fall morning. 
Tony sidesteps a fallen log, looking around for where to go next. He looks to his right. "I think its over there." 
Elias' eyebrow arches. "You think? Are you getting us lost in a forest?" 


Tony rolls his eyes and heads right. "I know where l'm going. Its not my fault if the trees decide to change 


where they are sometimes.” 
Elias frowns. "Change where they are?" 
Tony flushes and ducks under a branch. "Change color. That's what | meant." 


"But you said..." 


Tony stops short and smiles. "Finally. You can't hide from me forever.” 
Elias blinks and then turns to see what Tony is looking at. 


There before them is a massive oak tree. Not something that grew in Finland much and definitely not this far 


north. 
Tony reaches out to touch the bark. "It's good to see you again. I've.l've brought a friend” 


Elias stares in confusion as the tree's branch sways in Elias' direction as if to wave at him. "What.what the 


hell?" 

Tony rolls his eyes and continues to talk to the tree. "Excuse his language. He's not seen your kind before." 
The tree crumples over to lean down beside Elias. Branches come down to lightly touch Elias’ head. 

"Don't move, Elias. He's just smelling you." 


Elias freezes, the soft leaves brush over his head and body. He gasps when they cover around him, making 
him disappear in the dense growth. 


Tony laughs. "Ok, that's enough. | don't want to traumatize him" 

The tree lets go of Elias and rises back to stand up straight again. Wood creaks out from the limbs. 
Tony grins. "Yes, he does smell like me and no Im not going to tell you why: 

The tree slumps over a little in sadness. 

"Quit being like that. It's too hard to explain, thats all" 


The tree rises up again and opens its branches wide, exposing the bottom bark. A branch reaches down to 


touch Tony's head. He smiles and pets it. "Thank you." 

Elias backs away from them. "This is...this is..." 

Tony rolls his eyes and grabs Elias' hand again “Come on, he's letting us in. I'll explain it later." 
Elias gapes as the tree's bark breaks off to reveal a doorway. "What..." 


Tony pulls him forward, bowing at the tree before entering. "Thank you, my lord" 


The tree closes behind them and vanishes from the forest, leaving only a pile of dead leaves in its wake. 
RK 

Elias can't see anything. 

Complete darkness surrounds them from all sides. Elias tries to speak but nothing comes out. Tony continues 
to pull him forward without a sound. Forward and forward until a shining white light in the distance fills their 
eyes. 

It's then that Elias notices something is off. 

Tony stops short and shivers. He arches under the bright light. "Its been so long. |. feel it again" 

Elias grabs Tony by the hand to get his attention, but ends up with a handful of fur. He stares down and 
realizes that Tony's hands and forearms are filling with dark coarse hair. His fingernails grow as well and 
blacken in color. 

Tony pushes Elias away, arching again. "Wait, | need to tell him first. | don't want to..." 

The white light envelopes them fully and they disappear. 


FEKE KE EK 


Elias groans and rolls around on the hard ground. Hands pat around to find dirt underneath him and flowers. He 


tries to open his eyes, but then stops when a hand covers them. 

"Don't open your eyes yet: 

Elias blinks against the hand, the deep booming voice confusing him. "Who? Where is Tony?" 
"That's what | want to explain first. If you promise not to open your eyes, I'll remove my hand." 
Elias nods and the furry hand goes away. "Where is Tony? Who are you?" 


A deep chuckle fills Elias' ears. "Actually | am Tony. For some reason this place always changes my voice. Like 


our kind can't sound like a Finn from Kemi or something.” 
"Your kind?" 


"Yes, our kind. That's why | don't want you to open your eyes yet." He reaches down to pet Elias' hair. "This 


place changes me into my natural form. And when you haven't seen it before, it can be shocking.” 


Elias swallows hard. "A wolf?" 


Tony laughs. "Thats a good guess, but no. More mythological than that. We're an old species, and just a few 


are left now." 

"But..but..you're human?" 

"Half human, yes. My father was a full version of our species. He met my mother and mated with her. Usually 
it's not a good idea to mix species, but they managed to pull it off and | was born. | didn't even know about 
this place until | was fifteen" 

Elias shuffles to sit up. "Can | open my eyes now? l'm.l'm not afraid” 

Tony reaches out to touch the side of Elias’ face. "If you want, but don't blame me if you pass out" 

Elias snorts and opens his eyes. His jaw drops a little. 

Tony chuckles and rubs along Elias' face. "At least you didn't pass out yet 

Elias reaches out to touch Tony's furry bearded face. "Its long like Henkka's." 

Tony shivers and pulls Elias into his arms. "I've never brought anyone here before." 

Elias gasps and looks down to realize Tony is completely naked. "They don't make you wear clothes here?" 
Tony chuckles. "Not for satyrs, no. Id ruin them with my hooves." 

"Hooves?" 

Tony pushes Elias' head down to look "Yeah, hooves." 

Elias pulls out of Tony's arms to look at him fully. "You're...you're like Pan?" 

Tony laughs and nods. "Kind of, except no flutes for me. Just my voice." 

Elias looks around the area they're standing in for the first time. Birds and insects float around the flowers 
and blushes. Trees circle around them in the outer rim protectively, keeping them in this one area. "Are we 
inside the tree?" 


Tony stands up and stretches. "H's hard to explain, but from your perspective - yes, we're in the tree." 


Elias walks forward, flower petals dusting around under his feet. "This..this is like a fairy tale. Like a weird 


Disney movie." 


Tony laughs and follows him, leaving hoof prints between the flowers. "I had the same feeling when | found this 
place the first time. Thats why | made sure to not let you see me before | could explain, because | freaked 
out the first time." 


Elias turns back to look at Tony and realizes he's now the same height. "Whoa, you're taller." 


Tony smiles. "The only time I'll be able to look you in the eyes without getting on my tiptoes. Really, it's the 


hooves." 


Elias looks down at Tony's legs. Heavy fur covers from the hoof to the knee, while the rest are naked and 


thick. He reaches down to touch Tony's thigh. "They're bigger than mine." 
Tony leers. "Thats not the only thing bigger than yours." 


Elias blinks at large cock jutting out between Tony's legs. He reaches out to touch it but Tony's intercepts his 
hand. 


"No, don't. As much as | would love for us to do that, we can't. Not here." 
Elias flushes and removes his hand. "Um, right. Sorry.’ 

A voice comes out of the trees. "Well, technically he could do that here." 
Tony wanders over to the edge of the trees and bows. "My lord." 


An older man wearing a velvet cloak walks over into the middle of the area and looks over at Elias. "A human 


in my forest. You're as bad as your father." 

Tony flushes, head bowing lower. "My lord. l.l wanted to share it with him" 

The man smiles, shaking his head at Tony. "Of course you do. | assume when you're not here you are lovers?" 
Elias blushes and walks over to the man. "Um, who are you?" 

The man's eyebrow raises. "Tony's not told you yet? That is surprising." 

Tony sighs. "| hadn't gotten to that part yet" 

Elias blinks and looks around. "I don't understand." 


‘For your purpose, I'm the tree. The one who greeted you in the forest.” 


Elias' eyes widen. “But.but that means we're inside you?" 

The man laughs. "Is that what he told you?" 

Tony moves over to stand before the man again. "It was easier to explain it like that, my lord" 
Elias looks between them. "So we're not in the tree?" 

The man sighs. "No. You entered a tree originally, but you were taken to this place." 

"But what is this place?" 


The man smiles at Elias. "Its not easy to explain | guess you could say it's another plane of existence. We are 


aware of your world but we don't necessarily live in it” 

Elias frowns and looks over at Tony. "I don't understand” 

Tony walks over to Elias and puts his arm around him. "I don't understand it much either, but what he says is 
true. That's what | meant earlier about the trees changing their places. They move around to fit whatever 
reality they happen to be in" 

Elias points at the man. "So he's really a tree and not a man?" 

The man shakes his head. "No, I'm really a man. | just take the form of a tree in your world to attract those 
who are our kind. That is - live in this plane of existence. That's how Tony found out about his true form. He 
found me years ago in the same forest you were in" 


"So you're some kind of, um, god here?" 


The man nods. "Yes, for the most part. There are gods, as you call them, in each plane. | happen to be the god 


of this plane. Tony and others like him are under my protection" 

"So what do | call you? God? My lord?" 

The man looks over at Tony with an amused expression. "He sure does ask a lot of questions." 
Tony chuckles and touches Elias' arm. "That's Elias." 

"Very well. Many eons ago | was known by the name of Faunus." 

Elias frowns. "The Roman god?" 


Faunus chuckles. "They were first to find me. | hadn't been found in eons before that, when your people lived in 


caves and played with sticks." 
Elias backs away from him. "That means you're like hundreds of years old." 


Faunus shakes his long golden hair. "More like billions of years old. I've been on this land longer than man was 


even here." 

"You don't age?" 

Faunus rubs at his silver beard "A little gray here or there and my leaves tend to fall out every winter." 
Elias laughs and then blushes after he gets a stern look from Faunus. "Sorry." 

Faunus looks over at Tony. "You have aged well." 

Tony smiles and nods. "I tend to keep my body in shape in the human world" 

"That's not what | meant. You hold yourself high now and a smile graces your face." 


Tony sighs and stares at the ground. "| was troubled when | first found this place. And scared that my friends 


would abandon me." 
"But they never did" Faunus points to Elias. "Why him though? Why not your wife or kids?" 


Tony glances over at Elias, looking deep into his eyes. "He's special to me. Makes me feel like | am when I'm 


here all of the time." 


Faunus smiles at Elias blushing face and backs away from the two. "Then | will leave you two alone. Feel free 


to do whatever it was you were about to do before | came in" 

Tony flushes. "I would never tarnish your land with that, my lord’ 

Faunus grins and pats Tony on the arm. “I won't be here anyway. | have important things to take care of first” 
"But.what about the tales? Of things happening to people if they dared to do that in your forests?" 


Faunus shakes his head. "They are only that - tales. Believe only what's in your heart and not what others Tell 
you." 


Tony opens his mouth to protest but Faunus is gone. 


PEKEE 


A sigh escapes Tony's lips. "I don't like the sound of that. There's been too many...” 

Elias captures his lips and stops him from talking. They fall to the ground with Elias on top. 

Tony breaks the kiss and looks up at Elias. "Elias? What?" 

Elias kisses him again, rubbing against Tony's long body. Flower petals fly out around them. 

Tony gasps for a breath and pushes Elias back. "We can't do this here." 

Elias kisses down the front of Tony's neck. "He said we could." 

"Yes, but | don't. don't know if he was telling the truth. Something is weird about that." 

Elias pulls his head up, hands sliding down Tony's wide chest. He looks deep into Tony's eyes. "I want you." 
Warmth spreads through Tony's body making his eyes flutter. "Elias... 

Elias slides down Tony's body and licks his lips. He reaches out, grabbing Tony's cock with his hand. 


Tony cries out, thrusting hard into the clenched fist. "Never..never done it in here..it's.." He stops to look into 
Elias‘ dark eyes. "Do me." 


Elias grins before taking Tony's cock into his mouth. 
Dark eyes watch in the distance. 
OHO 


Elias gasps, shivering in Tony's long arms and laying his head down on his chest. "| gotta.! gotta little carried 


away." 

Tony snorts and pets Elias' head. "We both did. | guess I'm just too hot for you to handle in this form. 
Elias reaches down to play with Tony's cock. "Mmm." 

Tony laughs. "Or my dick is." 

Elias flushes and lets go of it. "Its not that. | just..you kind of make me horny right now." 

"As opposed to any other times?" 


Elias smiles and strokes the side of Tony's face. "You do any time, but today or whatever the heck day it is 


just made it ten times hotter." 
Its still the same day. In fact, | think only ten minutes have passed" 
Elias frowns. "Ten minutes? But we've been here for hours." 


"Time doesn't pass the same way here. It slows down to a crawl. The first time | found this place it was 


almost a day in here but only a few hours out there.” 
Elias glances around the area with a frown. "Are we going to get into trouble for this?" 


Tony sighs and plays with Elias' hair, looping it behind his ear. "I don't know. From the tales that I've read in the 


past, Faunus' wrath is very strict.” 

"Does he kill?" 

Tony shakes his head. "Its much worse than that. He punishes them instead." 
"What's worse than killing?" 

Tony swallows hard. "You don't want to know." 


FEKE EK KK 


Tony rolls around on the ground, seeking out Elias‘ body warmth and not finding it. He sits up and looks around 
the area. "Elias?" 


He climbs up to stand on his hooves. Bird and insects float around but Elias is nowhere to be found. 

"Elias?" 

Tony races over the outer trees and tries to look between them. There is nothing to see other than blackness. 
He pants, heart racing in his chest. Tears form in his eyes. 

"Elias!" 

IK 


Elias groans, his head ticking out like a jackhammer. He reaches out for Tony and finds a cold wall instead. His 
eyes fly open and he sits up, slamming his head against the ceiling. 


"Fuck!" 


He holds his head with his hands, trying to get his eyes to focus. Hands pat around on the bottom feeling only 


cold metal. "Tony?" 


Elias blinks and looks around his small cage, barely big enough for his body to lie in. Besides himself, there is 


only a small blanket inside. 


It was then that Elias realizes he isn't wearing any clothes. He grabs the blanket to cover his naked body and 
tries to look outside of the cage. 


The glass face didn't show much. Just vague images of shadows walking past it. 
When he reaches out to touch the glass, the cage door opens. 
KEKEKE 


Tony runs headlong into the darkness between the trees and falls back on the ground. He stares up at the 


darkness and frowns. 

"You can't get out of thiss area" 

Tony groans and shakes his head. "ls this your doing?" 

A slithering sound moves through the flowers and grass. 

Tony rolls his eyes. "Next time pick a form that doesn't take forever to cross an area 
"Ssilence, ssatyr. Know your place." 


Tony gets up from the ground and turns around. He snorts at the scaly woman before him. "Why didn't you 


just turn into that earlier? | wouldn't have to wait for a snake to cross field" 
The snake goddess glares Tony. "Insolence. | sshould kill you where you sstand” 


Tony shakes his head and crosses his arms over his chest. "But you can't, Ajatar. I'm protected by Faunus. Not 
even you can break that." 


"We sshall ssee. Where iss your mate?" 
Tony glares at her. "What have you done with him?" 


Ajatar hisses, "I don't have him. Why do you think | assked?" 


Tony sighs and looks around the area. "This is my punishment for making love in his field 
"Sso you don't know where he iss. Interesting." 

Tony looks at her confused. "Why would | know where he is? | woke up alone in this field" 
Ajatar starts to slither away from Tony. "Sso long, ssatyr. Good luck finding him." 

As she starts to fade way, Tony launches forward and grabs a hold of her tail. 
Disappearing from the field along with her. 

KEKEE 

Elias backs up in his cage, moving away from the two men peering in from outside. 

The left man sighs and shakes his head. "How are we supposed to examine him when he's like that?" 
An older man appears behind them. "Sedate him. Do | have to do everything for you?" 

The right man reaches into the cage with a syringe in his hand. "Come here, it won't hurt." 

Elias waits until he's close enough and then kicks the syringe out of his hand. "Don't fucking touch me!" 


The guy hurries down to grab the syringe from the ground, but Elias has already escaped from the cage and 
steps on his hand as he passes. 


Elias dashes across the room, side stepping the two other men to head for a door. 
"Get him!" 

Elias grins and turns the knob. "Goodbye" 

He takes one step and then falls to the ground in a heap 

FEEF KKE 


Tony holds on for dear life, unsure of where or even when he's traveling to. Gods tend to be not as 


predictable as others. They go where they want to. 
Ajatar is oblivious of his presence as far as he can tell. Traveling along to wherever. 


Tony can't see much as they pass through different planes of existence. It's all a blur of colors before his 


eyes. 
And that's when Ajatar realizes he's there. 

She transforms into a boa constrictor and Tony loses his grip on her thick tail 
Falling down into nothingness. 


FEKE EE KK 


Elias wakes up to find himself on a bed hooked up to strange machines. He tries to get up, but restraints hold 


down his arms and legs. 


Various tubes and wires connect his body to the devices. Lights blink on and off in the room like flashers on 


the backside of a truck. 
Elias blinks in the light as they start to make him sleepy, lulling him into a hypnotic trance. 


Someone enters the room and checks the machines but Elias can't make out who it might be. It's all a blur 


right now as his mind starts to shut down again. 
"That's a good experiment. It was a mistake to put you in a cage in the first place." 
Elias' eyes drift shut, the lights and the soothing voice putting him to sleep again 


9 EE KK 


Tony lands hard on solid ground. He groans, bones creaking in protest under him, and tries to sit up. He blinks in 


the dark light and looks around. 


This land is much different than his own. Trees, flowers and birds had been replaced by overgrowth, thorny 


bushes, and strange animal sounds coming from the darkness. 
Tony shivers and gets up from the ground. "I'm definitely not in my existence anymore.” 


A cackle sounds from the shadows. "Indeed you aren't. You are in my domain now and it looks like my 


creatures have some fresh meat tonight." 
Tony sees something blinking out of the corner of his eyes. A hypnotic light flashing on and off in the distance. 


Growls and heavy paws crunching on dead leaves sound out all around him. He looks away from the light to 


spot dozens of glowing red eyes sprouting out of the darkness. 


Tony scrambles to his hooves and starts running toward the flashing light. Something is at his heels, but he 


doesn't dare to look back. Whatever it is, its jaw snaps at every movement of Tony's legs. 
The light flashes faster as Tony approaches, guiding him on like a beacon through the darkness. 


Tony passes through it just as the creature clamps down on his right ankle, cracking the bones underneath. He 
cries out of in pain and keeps moving, dragging it through the flashing lights. 


To where, he has no idea 

OIE 

Elias drifts out of sleep again, but keeps his eyes shut this time. Voices surround him from all sides. He 
doesn't want to see whatever the hell they might be doing to him. And what they're saying isn't reassuring 
him. 

"Are sure this will work?" 

‘Of course I'm sure. He mated with a satyr. That's what happens when they mate." 


"But..but well, he's a male. It can't work the same as it does for women" 


"Why not? Its not like it has to fertilize an egg to do it. Just look at the satyr who mated with him. He was 
conceived the first night his parents laid with each other. It should do the same with this one." 


"Yes, but where is he supposed to..well, give birth?" 
Elias blinks under his eyelids. His body does feel weird and really warm, but pregnant? With Tony's kid? 


"That's why he's here. We don't want to risk having him hemorrhage when it happens. Keeping him in a cage 
was foolish. We should have known he'd try and escape. As it is, he's too doped up to know anything." 


Elias swallows hard, the thought of giving birth to Tony's child making him nervous. Where was it supposed to 
happen? It's not like he was built for that. And would it be hooved when it came out? 


Another voice joined the other two. "I have some good news and some bad news." 
"What's the bad news?" 
"He's not pregnant with the satyr's offspring. | ran the test three times to make sure." 


Elias’ eye lids flutter open, blood flowing fast through his veins and breath coming out in gasps. 


"Dammit! | was so sure it would happen" 


Elias' body shakes, the metal straps holding his arms down snap apart like twigs. His arms lengthen, nails 


growing black and curling inward. 
"But wait, what's the good news?" 


Elias‘ legs break free from the metal bars holding them down, lengthening like his arms and getting thick 


around the middle. 

"Well, I'm not sure, but | think he's going to become..." 

Elias sits up in bed and howls. 

They don't see him coming, ripping their heads completely off their bodies before they utter another word 


Elias' body shakes again, black hair grows out from every pore. He doubles over and howls again, his back 


cracking and aligning out of his body to cause him to hunch over from the thick hump. 


The door opens to admit a man staring down at a clipboard. "This is strange. The readings I'm getting is that 
he's about to change." 


Elias looms over the man, covering his shadow with his own on the wall. Drool drips down from his long pointy 


teeth. 

The man looks up in time to see a pair of yellow eyes. 

That's the last thing he ever sees. 

III 

Tony wanders around another field that looks like his own. His leg has no damage and the creature is gone. He 
figures it's best to not dwell on how it is even possible he is still alive after that. Faunus, no doubt, has 


something to do with it but he isn't sure of anything anymore. 


He stops moving, glancing around the area for a red tree and spots it along the left side. A frown covers his 


face. "I'm home. But how did | get back to here?" 


Tony doesn't have time to finish that thought when something barrels out of the darkened trees. He stares in 


disbelief as huge monster advances on him. 


"What the hell? How did you get into my sanctuary?" 


The creature stops in front of Tony, growling and gnashing his teeth in defiance. 


Tony backs up from it slowly. "No, you don't want me. I'm just skin and bones. There's plenty of things to eat 
out there." He nods to the darkened trees. "Fauns and rabbits. They're more tastier than me." 


The creature follows, drool dripping from his parted lips. Yellow eyes pierce through Tony's body, sizing him up 


with a glance. 

Tears form in Tony's eyes. "Please, you don't want me. I've got a wife and kids. Please." 

The creature lunges at Tony, pushing him to the ground. Strong clawed hands pin his wrists to the ground. 
Tony closes his eyes. The last thing he wants to see is a creature attacking him. 

The creature hovers over Tony's neck, ready to bite. 

Tears weave down Tony's face. He whispers, "Please." 

It cocks its head to the side and buries its nose into Tony's neck, breathing in his scent. 

Tony frowns and opens his eyes again. "What.what are you doing?" 

It licks Tony's neck and blinks its big yellow eyes at him. 

Tony blinks back. "What?" 

Bones creak as it lays down on Tony, sniffing along his body for more scents. 

Tony frowns. "What the hell..why are..." 

Its then that it dawns on him. 

"Elias?" 

The creature glances up at Tony and cocks his head to the side. 

Tony's eyes roll back into head. 

KPKK 

A hand shakes Tony's arm. He pushes it away and rolls over to his side. "No, don't eat me. I'm not tasty." 


'| beg to differ. You're very tasty." 


Tony opens his eyes and looks up. "Elias?" 
Elias smiles, pulling a dead leaf out of Tony's hair and tossing it to the side. "Hey sleepyhead." 
Tony grunts, pushing himself up to sit beside Elias' kneeling form. "What.what happened?" 


Elias motions over to a group of trees. "You passed out in front of a tree. One minute you were talking about 


weird stuff and the next you fell to the ground. | thought maybe you had an asthma attack or something." 


Tony touches his face with his hands. "I'm.l'm human again. But how did we escape? | don't remember leaving 


the field. The last thing | remember..." He backs away from Elias. "Oh shit” 


Elias moves closer and touches Tony's arm. "Are you ok? What did you see? You've been here the whole time 
with me in this forest." 


Tony blinks at Elias. "We have?" 

"Well yeah, where else would we be?" 

Tony gets to his feet and calls out. "Faunus! Where are you? 

Elias watches Tony wander around the area looking around. “Tony? Who are you calling to?" 


Tony shakes his head. "This can't be. | don't understand what happened. One minute we were in one plane of 


existence but now we're in another." 


Elias grabs Tony's arm. "You're not making any sense. Besides we should go back and rehearsal for the tour. 


The guys are probably wondering where we are. 

Tony looks into the forest with a frown on his face. 

Elias pulls him along. "Come on, Tony 

Tony keeps shaking his head the whole way back to their rehearsal space. 
RABE EB IE RK 

Elias pulls his head up after kissing along Tony's neck and frowns. "Tony?" 

Tony sighs and locks him in the eye. 'I didn't dream it. There's no way | dreamt that" 


Elias rolls to his side and pulls Tony into his arms. "I keep telling you, we never left that forest. I'm not sure 


what you saw, but nothing weird happened other than you passing out in front of a tree.” 


Tony shakes his head. "We went inside the tree. You saw my true form and then..then a whole bunch of stuff 
happened." 


"True form?" 

Tony's eyes drift shut. "Yes. I'm a satyr." 

"A satyr? Like Pan?" 

Tony smiles. "You said the same thing inside the tree." 

"Am | a satyr in there too? 

Tony opens his eyes. "No. You're..you're different from my form." 

Elias snuggles into Tony, sniffing along his neck. "You smell good." 

Tony frowns and pulls Elias’ head up to look at his face. His eyes going wide. 
"What?" 

Tony stares into a pair of yellow eyes. "No..it cant be." 

"What's wrong?" 

Tony pushes Elias off and gets out of bed, heading for the door. "No no no. This can't happen on this plane." 
Elias follows Tony. "Where are you going?" 


Tony yanks the door open to reveal a field of flowers and grass outside. He stares in horror at it. "No.no..what 


the... 
“Tony? 

Tony glances back at Elias. "We never left" 

‘Left what?" 

Tony's eyes flutter shut, his body flowing back into his natural form. "The tree 


9 EEK KK 


Henkka wanders through the woods next to their cabin with Marko and Tommy in tow. "Where the hell did they 
go? It's not like Tony to just disappear this long. He knows we have a lot of stuff to rehearse for the tour.’ 


Tommy glances around. "It's weird, Ive been in these woods for years and yet they somehow look different 
Marko shrugs. ‘Looks the same to me. Lots of trees and bushes” 

Tommy rolls his eyes. "What | mean, is the trees look different. Like they've moved or something’ 

Marko stops walking and eyes Tommy. "Trees cant move" 

"Maybe so, but its like they have" 


Marko continues forward, passing a large oak tree. Its branches reach out to touch him, but he dodges 
underneath and runs to catch up to Henkka. 


The oak tree sighs, slumping over, and watches them continue deeper into the forest. 


